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OLBERDING ENVIRONMENTAL, INC.
Wetland Regulation and Permitting
August 27, 2021

Mr. Mac Carlsen
Scannell Properties
3468 Mount Diablo Blvd, Suite B115
Lafayette, CA 94549
SUBJECT:

Parr Boulevard Development Project – Pre-Construction Rare Plant Survey

Dear Mr. Carlsen,
Olberding Environmental, Inc. (OEI) has conducted a follow-up pre-construction survey to
detect the presence/absence of special status plant species within the Parr Boulevard
Development Project site (Project). The Project site is located in the City of Richmond, Contra
Costa County, California. A single survey was conducted on August 25, 2021, in order to
document the presence of special-status plant species prior to initiating ground disturbance
activities. This survey is the seventh botanical survey to be performed on the Property since
development activities were initiated in the spring of 2015. Representative photographs of the
Project site and existing vegetative cover observed during the August 2021 pre-construction
survey are included in Attachment 3.
The purpose of this survey was to detect the presence/absence of special status plant species
within the Project site prior to the initiation of construction activities scheduled for late
September or early October 2021. The focal species of this survey included late season plants
which have been identified as having a potential to occur in the vicinity of the Project site based
on our review of information contained in the California Natural Diversity Data Base (CNDDB).
While the survey was performed for all identifiable special-status plants, our survey focuses on
two plants in particular:
•
•

Congdon’s tarplant (Centromadia parryi spp. congdonii)
San Joaquin spearscale (Extriplex joaquinana)

Both of these plants were identified as having a higher potential to occur on site based on habitat
requirements and historic CNDDB occurrence information from the surrounding region. This
survey was scheduled to coincide with the blooming period for both species; Congdon’s tarplant
blooms between May and October and San Joaquin spearscale blooms between April and
September.
In summary, no special-status plant species were observed during the August 2021 survey.

3170 Crow Canyon Place, Suite 260 • San Ramon, CA 94583 • Office: (925) 866-2111 • Fax: (925) 866-2126 •
Email: jeff@olberdingenv.com

DESCRIPTION
The Project site is the former location of a Color Spot nursery. The entire site has been
historically impacted by grading, development of greenhouse facilities and other supporting
infrastructure and the demolition of those structures in 2007. The resulting landscape consist of
highly impacted soils vegetated primarily with ruderal weed species.
The approximate 30-acre site supports four habitat types consisting of ruderal
grassland/developed, seasonal wetland, willow scrub wetland, and drainage ditch. The dominant
vegetation observed in each habitat type is discussed below. Plant species observed within the
ruderal/developed areas included wild oats (Avena fatua), soft chess (Bromus hordeaceous),
Italian ryegrass (Festuca perennis), and field bindweed (Convolvulus arvensis). In the northern
portion of the Property, occasional woody species are present, including coyote bush (Baccharis
pilularis) and golden wattle acacia (Acacia pycnatha). Dominant plant species observed in the
seasonal wetland habitat, located in the northernmost portion of the Project site, included
Mediterranean barley (Hordeum marinum), Italian ryegrass (Festuca perennis), and cutleaf
plantain (Plantago coronopus).
The overstory of the willow scrub wetland feature, located in the northernmost portion of the
Project site, consisted of dense red willow (Salix laevigata). The understory is predominantly unvegetated leaf litter, though cattails (Typha sp.) and iris-leaf rush (Juncus xiphoides) are present
at low cover near the western edge of the feature. Plant species observed within the multiple
drainage ditches located throughout the Project site included rabbit’s foot grass (Polypogon
monspeliensis), water beard grass (Polypogon viridis), fat hen (Atriplex prostrata), and hyssop
loosestrife (Lythrum hyssopifolia).
METHODS
Seven special-status plant surveys have been conducted by OEI biologist spanning the timeline
of September of 2018 through August 2021. Survey dates have included:
September 28, 2018
January 30, 2019
July 31, 2019
March 17, 2020

June 9, 2020
November 9, 2020
August 25, 2021

All surveys followed the California Department of Fish and Game (CDFG) (2009) and CNPS
(2001) published survey guidelines. These guidelines state that special-status surveys should be
conducted at the proper time of year when special-status and locally significant plants are both
evident and identifiable. The guidelines also state that the surveys be floristic in nature with
every plant observed identified to the species, subspecies, or variety as necessary to determine
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their rarity status. Finally, these surveys must be conducted in a manner that is consistent with
conservation ethics and accepted plant collection and documentation techniques. Prior to
conducting our surveys, a query of the CNDDB was performed to focus on those species having
the highest probability of occurrence based on existing habitat type, identification time frame,
and historic occurrence information. A list of species was prepared, and research performed
prior to the survey. All surveys included walking evenly spaced transects across the entire site
with a handheld GPS unit to document the location of any observed special-status plants.
RESULTS
Following the guidelines, the seven surveys were conducted over a four-year period covering the
entire blooming period of all plants identified as having the potential to occur on the Project site.
All regions of the Project site were examined by walking line transects and by closely examining
the microhabitats that could potentially support special-status plants. Results of the August 2021
survey concluded the following:
Congdon’s Tarplant: The survey resulted in a negative finding for this species. No Congdon’s
tarplant was observed during the August 2021 survey.
San Joaquin Spearscale: The survey resulted in a negative finding for this species. No San
Joaquin tarplant was observed during the August 2021 survey.
No other special status species were observed during the August 2021 survey.
SUMMARY
In summary, no special-status plants were observed during the August 2021 survey. Similarly, no
special-status plants have been detected during any of the previous six surveys performed since
the fall of 2018. The disturbed nature of property has resulted in a site dominated by non-native
ruderal and weed species.
If you have any questions, please feel free to contact me at (925) 866-2111.
Sincerely,

Jeff Olberding
Regulatory Scientist
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Figure 1: Rare Plant Survey Map
Parr Boulevard Development Project
Contra Costa County

Map Revision Date: 9/10/2018

ATTACHMENT 2
PLANT SPECIES OBSERVED TABLE

Table 1
Plant and Wildlife Species Observed Within/Adjacent to the Survey Area
Scientific Name
Common Name
Plant Species Observed
Foeniculum vulgare
Sweet fennel
Torilis arvensis
Field hedge parsley
Baccharis pilularis
Coyote brush
Carduus pycnocephalus
Italian thistle
Lactuca serriola
Prickly lettuce
Picris echioides
Bristly ox-tongue
Solanum nigrum
Black nightshade
Sonchus oleraceus
Common sow-thistle
Xanthium spinosum
Spiny cocklebur
Brassica nigra
Black mustard
Hirschfeldia incana
Shortpod mustard
Polypogon monspeliensis
Rabbit’s foot grass
Polypogon viridis
Water beard grass
Lythrum hyssopifolia
Hyssop loosestrife
Atriplex prostrata
Fat hen
Raphanus sativus
Wild radish
Convolvulus arvensis
Field bindweed
Melilotus albus
White sweetclover
Lotus corniculatus
Bird's-foot trefoil
Trifolium hirtum
Rose clover
Vicia sativa spp. nigra
Common vetch
Frankenia salina
Alkali heath
Erodium cicutarium
Red-stem filaree
Geranium dissectum
Cut-leaf geranium
Eschscholzia californica
California poppy
Salix laevigata
Red willow
Malvella leprosa
Alkali mallow
Populus nigra
Lombardy poplar
Nerium oleander
Oleander
Acacia pycnatha
Golden wattle acacia
Spergula arvensis
Corn spurry
Cortaderia selloana
Pampas grass
Bromus diandrus
Ripgut brome
Avena fatua
Wild oat
Elymus glaucus ssp. glaucus
Blue wild rye
Hordeum marinum
Mediterranean barley
Juncus xiphoides
Iris-leaf rush
Typha sp.
Cattail
Bromus hordeaceus
Soft chess
Festuca perennis
Italian ryegrass

Table 1
Plant and Wildlife Species Observed Within/Adjacent to the Survey Area
Scientific Name
Common Name
Rubus armeniacus
Himalayan blackberry
Myoporum laetum
Mousehole tree
Plantago coronopus
Cutleaf plantain
Plantago lanceolata
Narrow leaved plantain
Polygonum aviculare
Prostrate knotweed
Epilobium brachycarpum
Tall annual willowherb
Rumex crispus
Curly dock
Dittrichia graveolens
Stinkwort

ATTACHMENT 3
SITE PHOTOGRAPHS

1. Facing north, photo shows the ruderal grassland and seasonal wetland habitat located in the northwestern
portion of the Project site. Photo taken August 25, 2021.

2. Facing south, photo shows the ruderal grassland and developed areas located in the southern portion of the
Project site. Photo taken August 25, 2021.
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3. Facing northeast, photo shows the ruderal grassland and seasonal depressional wetland habitat located in the
northeastern portion of the Project site. Photo taken August 25, 2021.

4. Facing west, photo shows one of the drainage features located in the central and western portion of the
Project site. Photo taken August 25, 2021.
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5. Facing northeast, photo shows the ruderal grassland and willow scrub habitat present in the north and eastern
portions of the Project site. Photo taken August 25, 2021.

6. Facing southwest, photo shows the ruderal grassland habitat and developed areas located in the southwestern
portion of the Project site. Photo taken August 25, 2021.
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