
CONTRA COSTA COUNTY

Agricultural Land Use Policy Review: Sustaining 

Agricultural Lands by Improving Economic Vitality



Direction from Board of Supervisors
ÅDecember 20, 2016 - Board approval authorized the Department of 

Conservation and Development (DCD) in consultation with the Contra 
Costa County Agriculture Advisory Task Force and local agricultural 
stakeholders to:
¶Review existing land use regulations
¶Identify specific actions the County could take to further promote and 

incentivize agricultural sustainability and economic vitality

ÅFebruary 13, 2018 ςBoard authorized DCD to convene a series of public 
meetings with people and parties interested in agricultural sustainability 
and economic vitality in Contra Costa County to:
¶Review existing land use regulations
¶Provide input on potential modifications to these policies  
¶In-lieu of the Contra Costa County Agriculture Advisory Task Force (Ag Task 

Force) ςcurrently dormant



History of Existing Land Use Regulations
Å1947: Original County Zoning Code was adopted. The agricultural zoning districts have 

evolved over time, but some original regulations remain.

Å1978: Board of Supervisors (BoS) adopted the East County Area General Plan, which 
included the new Agricultural Core (Ag Core) land use designation. This was the first 
time the County adopted land use policies specifically directed toward preserving and 
ǇǊƻǘŜŎǘƛƴƎ 9ŀǎǘ /ƻǳƴǘȅΩǎ ǇǊƛƳŜ ŀƎǊƛŎǳƭǘǳǊŀƭ ǎƻƛƭǎ.

Å1990: County voters approved Measure C, establishing the 65/35 Land Preservation 
Plan and Urban Limit Line (ULL). The 65/35 Standard requires at least 65 percent of all 
ƭŀƴŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ Ŏƻǳƴǘȅ ǘƻ ōŜ ǇǊŜǎŜǊǾŜŘ ŦƻǊ άƴƻƴ-ǳǊōŀƴέ ǳǎŜǎ ǎǳŎƘ ŀǎ ŀƎǊƛŎǳƭǘǳǊŜΣ ƻǇŜƴ 
space, wetlands, and parks. Measure C also required a 40-acre minimum parcel size for 
prime agricultural lands.

Å1991: BoSadopted the County General Plan, which incorporates the 65/35 Plan, ULL, Ag 
Core and Agricultural Lands land use designations, and additional policies aimed at 
preserving agricultural land and enhancing the agricultural economy. 



History of Existing Land Use Regulations (ŎƻƴΩǘ)

Å2004: BoSadopted a General Plan Amendment that changed the text of the Ag Core 
designation to explicitly allow wineries, olive oil mills, and other agricultural value-
added processing activities through issuance of a land use permit.

Å2006: County voters approved Measure L, which extended the 65/35 Plan and ULL 
though 2026.

Å2007: BoSamended all agricultural zoning districts and the General Plan to expand a 
ŦŀǊƳŜǊΩǎ ŀōƛƭƛǘȅ ǘƻ ŘƛǊŜŎǘƭȅ ƳŀǊƪŜǘ ŀƎǊƛŎǳƭǘǳǊŀƭ ǇǊƻŘǳŎǘǎΦ .ŜŦƻǊŜ ǘƘƛǎΣ ŘƛǊŜŎǘ ǎŀƭŜ ƻŦ 
agricultural products was permitted but limited to stands of 200 square feet and the 
sale of products only grown on-site. The 2007 changes established new regulations for 
farm stands (up to 1,500 square feet in size) and farm markets (up to 3,500 square feet) 
and significantly expanded the range of products that could be sold in farm stands and 
farm markets.



The Agricultural Infrastructure Report and the Key Findings Report 
Published by Lon Hatamiya in March 2015

The following are the economic opportunities identified in the reports:

üThe demand for locally grown, source-identified, healthy, and sustainably-
produced food is growing rapidly. 

üDemand for organic products is increasing each year, reaching over $35 
billion in sales in 2013. 

üValue-added food processing, manufacturing, co-processing, and co-
packing can be further developed across the county.

üAgricultural tourism can be expanded.



Recommendations of the HatamiyaReport 

ÅReduce barriers to development of necessary agricultural infrastructure.

ÅSupport agricultural tourism activities through additional funding, agricultural tourism-
friendly zoning changes, and better public outreach and marketing. 

ÅCreate ŀ άFarmbudsmanέ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳ ǘƻ ŀŎǘ ŀǎ ŀ ƭƛŀƛǎƻƴ ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ ǘƘŜ ŀƎǊƛŎǳƭǘǳǊŀƭ ǎŜŎǘƻǊ ŀƴŘ 
local government.

Å!ŘƻǇǘ ŀŘŘƛǘƛƻƴŀƭ ǇƻƭƛŎƛŜǎ ǘƻ ǇǊŜǎŜǊǾŜ ǘƘŜ /ƻǳƴǘȅΩǎ ŀƎǊƛŎǳƭǘǳǊŀƭ ƭŀƴŘǎ ŀƴŘ ŦǳƴŘ ŀƎǊƛŎǳƭǘǳǊŀƭ 
easement programs.






