AGENDA
CONTRA COSTA COUNTY INTEGRATED PEST
MANAGEMENT GRANTS & PILOTS SUBCOMMITTEE
A Subcommittee of the IPM Advisory Committee

April 13, 2021
2:00 PM to 3:30 PM
To slow the spread of COVID-19, the IPM Advisory Committee and its’ subcommittees
will meet via remote access. Join Zoom meeting by following the instructions below:
Join online with this link: https://zoom.us/my/contracostahealthservices.ipm
Or by telephone: Dial 1.669.900.6833 using access code 581 035 1102

Subcommittee Members
Chris Lau, Chair

Public Works Deputy Director Rep.

1. 2:00 to 2:05

Call to order and introductions

2. 2:05 to 2:10

Public comment on items not on the agenda
(speakers are limited to 3 minutes each)

3. 2:10 to 2:15

APPROVE minutes from October 20, 2020

4. 2:15 to 2:25

RECEIVE update from the IPM Coordinator
on items previously considered by the
Subcommittee

5. 2:25 to 3:05

DISCUSS potential IPM pilot projects and grants
consistent with the County IPM Policy and
ADVISE staff regarding the prioritization of
these pursuits

6. 3:05 to 3:15

ELECT a Subcommittee Vice Chair

7. 3:15 to 3:30

ADOPT a 2021 meeting schedule, SUGGEST
agenda items for the next meeting, and
ADJOURN

Andrew Sutherland

Enviornmental Organization Rep.

Jim Donnelly

Public Member #3 Seat

Susan Heckly

Fish & Wildlife Committee Rep.

Carlos Agurto

Pest Mgmt. Contractor Seat

Michael Kent

Health Services Department Rep.

The IPM Advisory Committee will provide reasonable accommodations for persons with disabilities planning to attend IPM Advisory SubCommittee meetings. Contact the staff person listed below at least 72 hours before the meeting.
Any disclosable public records related to an open session item on a regular meeting agenda and distributed by the County to a majority of
members of the IPM Advisory Committee less than 96 hours prior to that meeting are available for public inspection by contacting the staff
person listed below.
For additional information contact: Wade Finlinson, Committee Staff
Phone: 925.655.3214 or Email: wade.finlinson@cchealth.org
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IPM Advisory Committee Ground Rules
•

Members must receive recognition from the Chair before speaking.

•

One person speaks at a time.

•

Members can speak only once (and for a specified amount of time) on each agenda item until
everyone who wants to contribute has done so.

•

It is the responsibility of the Chair to try to involve all Committee members and to prevent any
one person from dominating the discussion.

•

Public comment on items not on the agenda, but within the purview of the committee, will be
at the beginning of the meeting. Each member of the public will be allowed to speak for a
maximum of 3 minutes, unless the Chair states otherwise.

•

The Public will be allowed to comment on agenda items after discussion of the item by the
committee members. Each member of the public will be allowed to speak for a maximum of 3
minutes, unless the Chair states otherwise.

•

The Committee will treat the public courteously.

•

The typical sequence for an agenda item is as follows:
1. Introduction of item and Staff report, if any
2. Questions/Discussion from Committee members
3. Motion is made (if the item needs action)
4. Discussion of the motion by Committee members
5. Public comment
6. Vote is taken on the motion

•

During meetings held via remote access, Committee members, staff, and citizens are
encouraged to utilize the raise hand function of the software being used to indicate that
they wish to speak.

IPM Advisory Committee Ground Rules
2021 0413 IPM Grants & Pilots Subcommittee Meeting - Agenda Packet, Page 2

Contra Costa County
IPM Grants & Pilots
Subcommittee
Agenda Item #3 Staff Report
Meeting Date:
Subject:
Department:
Presenter:
Contact:

4/13/2021
Approve Minutes from October 20, 2020
Health Services
Wade Finlinson, Staff to Committee
Wade Finlinson, 925.655.3214

Referral History:
County Ordinance (Better Government Ordinance 95-6, Article 25-205, [d]) requires that each
County Body keep a record of its meetings. Though the record need not be verbatim, it must
accurately record the Committee's official decisions and actions. Minutes should include a brief
description of any motion considered (whether or not it is approved), and must record the vote taken
on the motion. Votes must be recorded in the minutes using the format required in California law.
Referral Update:
Any handouts or printed copies of testimony distributed at the meeting will be attached to this meeting
record.
Recommendation(s)/Next Step(s):
Staff recommends approval of the attached Minutes for the October 20, 2020 meeting of the IPM
Grants & Pilots Subcommittee with any necessary corrections.
Fiscal Impact (if any):
N/A

ATTACHMENT(S)
Draft Minutes of the October 20, 2020 meeting

Agenda Item #3- Approval of Minutes Staff Report
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DRAFT Minutes
CONTRA COSTA COUNTY INTEGRATED PEST
MANAGEMENT GRANTS & PILOTS SUBCOMMITTEE
A Subcommittee of the IPM Advisory Committee

October 20, 2020
10:00 AM to 11:30 AM
This meeting was held remotely per Governor’s Executive Order N-29-20.
Subcommittee Members Present: Chris Lau (Chair), Jim Donnelly, Andrew Sutherland, Susan
Heckly, Amy Budahn
Subcommittee Members Absent: Carlos Agurto
Staff Present: Jill Ray, Jocelyn LaRocque, Jody London, Wade Finlinson, Michael Kent
Members of the Public Present: Shirley Shelangoski, Susan Captain, Kimberly Crispin
The meeting convened at 10:05 AM
1. Introductions
2. Public comment on items not on the agenda
None
3. Approve minutes from August 20, 2020
A motion was made and seconded (JD/SH) to approve the revised minutes as written.
Ayes: Budahn, Heckly, Sutherland, Donnelly, Lau
Noes: None
Abstain: None
Absent: Agurto
Public Speakers: None

4. Continue discussion on the implementation of a pilot trial for ground squirrel management
using carbon monoxide or carbon dioxide injection on County property.
The IPM Coordinator presented preliminary findings of recent field visits to various sites that may
be suitable to host a case study project using carbon monoxide injection to control ground
squirrels. Of eleven properties visited, four stood out as being best suited to accommodate
appropriate access for such a study. The four sites were detailed as follows:
1. West County Detention Facility, Richmond—The County structural IPM provider, Pestec,
received approval last winter to conduct a carbon dioxide treatment at the property. Delays
in receiving the needed materials as well as inadequate soil moisture lead to the
postponement. After confirming with Public Works Facilities that the approval is still valid
Agenda Item #3- 10/20/2020 Draft Minutes (1 of 3)
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for the upcoming winter and verifying that Pestec still has the materials in stock, the project
may be worthwhile to observe as described by Dr. Baldwin in the August meeting. While
much of the focus of the IPM Advisory Committee has focused on pursuing a carbon
monoxide pilot, this presents a ready-to-go opportunity to evaluate carbon dioxide injection.
2. Pine Creek near Treat Boulevard, Concord—Ease of access, abundant ground squirrel
pressures, and the unlikely presence of threatened and endangered species make this
location desirable for a carbon monoxide treatment case study.
3. Kubicek Detention Basin, Walnut Creek—Ground squirrels are abundant at this location,
but the possible presence of California red legged frog (CRLF) is problematic. It would be
difficult to do any type of inert gas injection
4. The southernmost Dry Creek Dam (there are two), Brentwood—Threatened and
endangered species that may be present include the San Joaquin Kit Fox and California
Tiger Salamander. Additional biological assessment would be required prior to any injection
activities to reduce the likelihood of non-target mortality. The trapezoidal dam structure has
multiple active ground squirrel burrows.
The subcommittee discussed the merits of each site and generally favored the Pine Creek
location for potentially hosting a future carbon monoxide injection pilot. Some members
highlighted the importance of improving the monitoring component of the Countywide ground
squirrel management program whether or not the CO trial moves forward. The IPM Coordinator
was asked to prepare a written overview for Public Works that summarizes the goals of the
proposed pilot and to assist the department to find qualified vendors.
No formal action was taken.
Public Speakers: Susan JunFish

5. Begin compiling a list of potential external funding opportunities that support the goals of
the IPM Policy.
Subcommittee members helped develop and offered input on the following list:
Various grants from the Western IPM Center: http://westernipm.org/index.cfm/center-grants/
Project Initiation, Work Groups, and Outreach and Implementation Grants:
http://westernipm.org/index.cfm/rfa2021/
Department of Pesticide Regulation
Research Grant: https://www.cdpr.ca.gov/docs/pestmgt/grants/research/index.htm
Alliance Grant: https://www.cdpr.ca.gov/docs/pestmgt/grants/alliance/index.htm
Contra Costa County Fish and Wildlife Propagation Fund
Last year’s RFP: https://www.contracosta.ca.gov/DocumentCenter/View/68220/2021_RFP_final
Contra Costa County Fish and Wildlife Committee webpage:
https://www.contracosta.ca.gov/4317/Fish-Wildlife-Committee-FWC
Save Mount Diablo
Mary Bowerman Science and Research Program: https://www.savemountdiablo.org/learn/marybowerman-science-research-program/
Western Sustainable Agriculture Research & Education
Research and Education Program Grants: https://www.westernsare.org/Grants/#r&e
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California Grants Portal
https://www.grants.ca.gov/
No formal action was taken.
Public Speakers: Susan JunFish, Shirley Shelangoski
Other potential funding sources mentioned included the Audubon Society, Raptors are the
Solution, and the Center for Biological Diversity.
6. Provide feedback on the section of the draft annual report detailing activities,
accomplishments, and challenges of this Subcommittee in 2020.
The Subcommittee recommended adding an accomplishment that recognizes the engagement
with UC and other public agencies on IPM pursuits associated with the work of the subcommittee.
In the challenges list, the subcommittee agreed to include a sentence that acknowledges the
difficulty of adding new programs in the context of service backlogs in broader County operations.
A motion was made and seconded (JD/AS) to approve the report as amended. (The final version
is available on page seven of the Annual Report.)
Ayes: Budahn Heckly, Sutherland, Donnelly, Lau
Noes: None
Abstain: None
Absent: Agurto
Public Speakers: Susan JunFish
7. Plan next meeting time and agenda
The Subcommittee discussed the possibility of meeting in November. Otherwise, they agreed to
meet after the new year if November wasn’t feasible. Suggested agenda items included following
up on the ground squirrel case study and electing a Vice Chair for the Subcommittee.
Public Speakers: None

—end of meeting minutes—
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