Contra Costa County
Fish and Wildlife Committee (FWC)
Date: July 21, 2021
Time: 3:00 p.m.

AGENDA
To slow the spread of COVID-19, in lieu of a public gathering, the Fish and Wildlife Committee
meeting will be accessible via live-streaming and telephone to all members of the public as permitted
by the Governor’s Executive Order N08-21.
Fish and Wildlife Committee meetings can be accessed live either online or by telephone:
Access the meeting live online at: https://cccounty-us.zoom.us/j/82709486995
Access the meeting by telephone at (888) 278-0254 followed by access code 198675.
Persons who wish to address the committee during public comment or with respect to an item
that is on the agenda may do so either online or by telephone. If accessing the meeting online,
request to speak by clicking the “raise hand” function. If accessing the meeting by telephone,
request to speak by dialing #2.

3:00 p.m. Convene meeting.
1) Introductions and Statement of Conflict. A member who has a conflict should, prior to
consideration of the decision: (1) publicly identify in detail the financial interest that causes the
conflict; (2) recuse himself/herself from discussing and voting on the matter; and (3) leave the
room until after the decision has been made.
2) Review/Approve minutes from the May 19, 2021 meeting.
3) Public comment. Includes public comment on topics on the agenda and items not listed on the
agenda. The FWC shall also accept public comment on agenda items at the time they are
discussed.
4) Updates and announcements from staff and FWC members. Includes discussion of
implementation of actions authorized previously, correspondence received, and upcoming
meetings of interest to the FWC.
5) Receive update from staff on the inadvisability of hosting the Fall Forum due to the current
rise of Covid-19 cases.
6) Review, update and consider approving the draft Fish and Wildlife Propagation Fund Grant
Request for Proposals (RFP) for the 2022 grant cycle.
7) Review and discuss the draft 2021 work plan and annual report to the Board of Supervisors.

8) Continue discussion to develop an informational brochure on invasive species.
9) Determine the agenda for the next meeting. The next regular scheduled meeting is November
17, 2021. Possible agenda items for upcoming meetings include:
• Draft Annual Report/Work Plan
• Delta Conveyance Project Update
• Contra Costa Watershed Forum Overview

Adjourn
The Committee Chair may alter the order of agenda items at the meeting. Please contact Maureen Parkes at 925-655-2909 or
maureen.parkes@dcd.cccounty.us (or Abigail Fateman at 925-655-2908 or abigail.fateman@dcd.cccounty.us) at the CCC Department of
Conservation and Development if you have questions about the Fish & Wildlife Committee or desire materials related to this agenda. Any
disclosable public records related to an open session item on a regular meeting agenda and distributed to a majority of the FWC members less
than 96 hours before the meeting are available for public inspection at 30 Muir Road in Martinez during business hours. The FWC will provide
reasonable accommodation for persons with disabilities planning to participate in this meeting who contact staff at least 72 hours before the
meeting.
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Draft Meeting Minutes of the Contra Costa County Fish and Wildlife Committee on May 19, 2021

3:00 p.m. Convene meeting.
1) Introductions and Statement of Conflict. A member who has a conflict should, prior to
consideration of the decision: (1) publicly identify in detail the financial interest that causes the
conflict; (2) recuse himself/herself from discussing and voting on the matter; and (3) leave the
room until after the decision has been made.
Nicole Balbas, Roni Gehlke, Susan Heckly, Kathleen Jennings, Brett Morris, Daniel Pellegrini,
Cass Rogers and Felipe Solis attended the meeting. Clark Dawson provided advance notice that he
would not be able to attend the meeting. Wade Finlinson (Contra Costa Health Services
Department), Phil Kohlmetz (International Bird Rescue) and Jill Ray (Office of the District II
Supervisor) attended the meeting. Maureen Parkes (CCC Department of Conservation and
Development) attended as staff.
2) Review/Approve minutes from the February 17, 2021 meeting. The meeting minutes were
approved as written.
Vote: 7-0
AYES:
NOES:
ABSENT:
ABSTAIN:

Balbas, Gehlke, Heckly, Jennings, Morris, Pellegrini and Rogers
None
Dawson
None

3) Public comment. Includes public comment on topics on the agenda and items not listed on the
agenda. The FWC shall also accept public comment on agenda items at the time they are
discussed. There were no public comments.
4) Elect FWC officers (Chair, Vice-Chair and Secretary) The Committee elected Daniel
Pellegrini as Chair, Kathleen Jennings as Vice-Chair and Susan Heckly as Secretary of the
Committee.
Vote: 7-0
AYES:
NOES:
ABSENT:
ABSTAIN:

Balbas, Gehlke, Heckly, Jennings, Morris, Pellegrini and Rogers
None
Dawson
None

5) Updates and announcements from staff and FWC members. Includes discussion of
implementation of actions authorized previously, correspondence received, and upcoming
meetings of interest to the FWC.
•

Review correspondence from Professor Gordon Frankie, University of California,
Berkeley (attached).

Maureen Parkes informed the Committee on the following items:
• Jim Dawson provided advance notice that he would not be able to attend the meeting
today.
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•

Correspondence forwarded to the FWC members:
 E-newsletter from Supervisor Andersen regarding Earth Day events and the Lower
Walnut Creek Restoration Project.
 E-newsletter from Supervisor Burgis regarding Draft Groundwater Sustainability
Plan Public Review of Section 6 and Online Survey and openings on the Delta
Protection Advisory Committee.
 E-newsletter from Supervisor Gioia regarding Earth Day events.
 Staff forwarded an email from Abby Fateman regarding the East Contra Costa
County Habitat Conservancy Small Grants Program – Science and Research RFP.
 Staff sent an updated roster and a draft invasive species worksheet.
 Newsletters and Announcements:
o Bay Area Monitor and Notes - 5
o California Fish and Game Commission – 19
o California Oaks – 1
o CCC Integrated Pest Management Program - 3
o Department of Water Resources Delta Conveyance Project Updates – 6
o Lindsey Wildlife Experience -2
o Save Mount Diablo - 6
o Walnut Creek Watershed Council – 1

6) Update on the activities of the Contra Costa County Integrated Pest Management Advisory
Committee (IPM) (Wade Finlinson, Contra Costa Health Services Department) Wade
Finlinson talked about the current activities of the IPM Committee. He thanked Susan Heckly for
her ongoing service as the FWC representative on the IPM Advisory Committee. The Committee
thanked Mr. Finlinson for providing the update.
7) Consider the following CONSENT items:
a) Review the letter of appreciation from International Bird Rescue for their 2020 grant
award.
b) Review and accept the final report from the El Cerrito Recycling + Environmental
Resource Center for their 2019 “El Cerrito Recycling + Environmental Resource Center
– Hillside Habitat Restoration Project”.
c) Review and accept the final report from Lafayette Creeks Committee for their 2020
“Lafayette Arundo Eradication Project Match”.
d) Review and consider request for an extension of time to complete their project from
Kids for the Bay for their 2019 “Watershed Action Program” project.

The Committee reviewed and accepted Items 7a, 7b, 7c and approved Item 7d.
Vote: 7-0
AYES:
NOES:
ABSENT:
ABSTAIN:

Balbas, Gehlke, Heckly, Jennings, Morris, Pellegrini and Rogers
None
Dawson
None

8) Discuss the Fall Forum and potential locations and speakers so the Committee can be
prepared if it is deemed prudent and permissible to hold the event. The Committee discussed
options for hosting the Fall Forum. Due to the uncertainty of future Covid-19 pandemic
guidelines, they determined that they would make a decision whether or not to hold the event
based on what is deemed prudent and permissible at their July 21, 2021 meeting.
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9) Continue discussion to develop an informational brochure on invasive species. The
Committee requested updates to the draft invasive species list and continued the discussion to the
July 21, 2021 meeting.
10) Determine the agenda for the next meeting. The next regular scheduled meeting is July 21,
2021. Possible agenda items for upcoming meetings include:
• 2022 Grant RFP
• Draft Annual Report/Work Plan
• Delta Conveyance Project Update

Adjourn
The Committee Chair may alter the order of agenda items at the meeting. Please contact Maureen Parkes at 925-655-2909 or
maureen.parkes@dcd.cccounty.us (or Abigail Fateman at 925-655-2908 or abigail.fateman@dcd.cccounty.us) at the CCC Department of
Conservation and Development if you have questions about the Fish & Wildlife Committee or desire materials related to this agenda. Any
disclosable public records related to an open session item on a regular meeting agenda and distributed to a majority of the FWC members less
than 96 hours before the meeting are available for public inspection at 30 Muir Road in Martinez during business hours. The FWC will provide
reasonable accommodation for persons with disabilities planning to participate in this meeting who contact staff at least 72 hours before the
meeting.
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From: Gordon W. FRANKIE <gwfrankie@berkeley.edu>
Sent: Thursday, May 13, 2021 8:47 AM
To: Maureen Parkes <Maureen.Parkes@dcd.cccounty.us>
Cc: Sara Witt <saralwitt@gmail.com>; Jaime Pawelek (wildbeegardendesign@gmail.com)
<wildbeegardendesign@gmail.com>; Rollin Coville <rollincoville@gmail.com>; Gordon W. FRANKIE
<gwfrankie@berkeley.edu>
Subject: Fwd: The Final Report of our bee inventory survey in urban Brentwood
Hi Maureen,
I would like to add a few more comments for you and your committee regarding the support that the CCC committee
has provided for our work. The support has been critical to keep us moving forward and learning about relationships of
native bees in agricultural and nearby urban environments. Studies like this require a period of years to reveal larger
patterns that may be operative. And, we are beginning to see some of these patterns now. With the upcoming year of
collecting we expect to see even more. With bees, each of the species don't always appear every year, so annual
sampling is required to get a more complete picture of most species that are part of any site. As you can see from our
report, we are still getting new records every year, and that means that we don't have all of them yet.
I hesitate to ask for another year of funding, but I did want you to know that we would not turn down the opportunity to
do one more year. We are just about ready to break 100 species with our spring samples this year. We are also using
pan traps to catch the smaller bee species that we don't always catch off flowers, because of their size. I expect that we
probably are looking at 115 species by the end of 2021, and maybe 125+ by the end of spring 2022. This would be an
urban record for us.
We will publish this work after this year as there is a good story to report. I also need to report that we have host plant
records for most of the bees caught, and they are part of the story that we are developing. It seems that the greater
diversity of plant types in the urban environment is probably responsible for attracting the diverse bee species we are
seeing in our collections. And, most of these plant types don't occur in the Ag areas.
Please feel free to pass this email onto your committee members. It is important for us to keep you abreast of our
thinking and interpretations of the research to date.
Gordon
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Department of
Conservation and
Development

Contra
Costa
County

30 Muir Road
Martinez, CA 94553

John Kopchik
Director
Aruna Bhat
Deputy Director
Jason Crapo
Deputy Director
Maureen Toms
Deputy Director

Phone:1-855-323-2626

Amalia Cunningham
Assistant Deputy Director

August 2, 2021
Dear Fish and Wildlife Propagation Fund Grant Applicants:
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The Contra Costa County Fish and Wildlife Committee is pleased to announce that completed funding applications are
now being accepted for consideration for the Contra Costa County Fish and Wildlife Propagation Fund (Fund). All
application materials and guidelines are attached. Proposals must be received by 5:00 p.m. on Wednesday, January 5, 2022
(a postmark of January 5, 2022, does not satisfy the submission deadline). Proposals may be emailed or mailed. Any
applications that are received after the due date or without a signature will not be considered. Staff will acknowledge
receipt of each grant application. If you do not receive a confirmation of receipt contact Maureen Parkes at 925-655-2909
prior to the deadline. The recommendations of the Fish and Wildlife Committee will be forwarded to the Contra Costa
County Board of Supervisors, which maintains final decision-making authority for expenditures from the Fund.
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The Contra Costa County Fish and Wildlife Propagation Fund is entirely supported by fine revenues resulting from
violations of the Fish and Game Code and Title 14 of the California Code of Regulations in Contra Costa County
(County). Projects awarded from the Fund must benefit the fish and wildlife resources of the County and must meet the
requirements of Section 13103 of the Fish and Game Code (attached). If your project is eligible under Section 13103 (d),
(h), (i), or (m) please send a copy of your draft proposal to Maureen Parkes at maureen.parkes@dcd.cccounty.us by
November 2, 2021. Staff will coordinate with the California Department of Fish and Wildlife to confirm the project’s
eligibility to receive funds. See Instructions for more details. All applications that satisfy the requirements listed in the
funding application instructions will be considered.
The Fish and Wildlife Committee strongly encourages applications related to:
• improving habitat
• scientific research
• public education
• threatened and endangered species
• resolving human/wildlife interaction issues
In addition to the above areas of interest, the Fish and Wildlife Committee wishes to fund one or more projects that
increase collaboration with law enforcement agencies and community cultural organizations on enforcement issues and
education focusing on communities that may be unaware of local fish and game laws. Projects that provide multilingual
signage and educational materials are encouraged.
The Fish and Wildlife Committee considers grant awards for prospective expenditures from non-profit organizations,
schools, and government agencies. The Committee generally does not recommend funding for operating costs and
overhead, such as staff salaries, benefits, or utilities. The Committee generally gives preference to funding material
expenses (e.g. purchase of equipment and materials). Organizations, schools, and government agencies that have received
previous Fish and Wildlife Propagation Fund grants should have a positive track record of completing projects and
submitting final reports in an efficient, timely and clear manner.
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The Committee expects to recommend awards to several applicants. However, it is possible that a particularly excellent
proposal will be recommended to receive a large portion of the total available funds. During the 2021 grant cycle a total
of $60,830.71 was awarded to seven projects. The awards ranged from $4,973.00 to $16,000.00. Available funds vary
from year to year and the Fish and Wildlife Committee cannot commit to multi-year or recurring funding. The Board of
Supervisors will make the final decision on the grant awards and successful applicants may anticipate receiving
notification by May 2022. Project expenditures eligible for reimbursement must be made subsequent to Board of
Supervisors approval of grant funding.
The grant award funds will be disbursed on a cost reimbursement basis.* (See below for exceptions.) Within a year
of grant funding approval, or within one month of project completion, whichever comes sooner, recipients must submit
a final project report which includes invoices and receipts documenting how funds were spent and the results of the
project. Any expenses not listed on the original grant application should be requested ahead of time. Unapproved
expenses may not be reimbursable. Fish and Wildlife Propagation fund grants will be disbursed after receipt and approval
of the final project report. Details will be outlined in the grant award letter that is sent to all successful applicants.
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*Exception For Non-Profit Organizations That Can Demonstrate Financial Hardship: Private, non-profit entities
that can demonstrate that providing Fish and Wildlife Propagation grant funding on a cost reimbursement basis will
create a financial hardship and be detrimental to the operation of the program will be eligible to receive up to ½ of the
grant amount after the grant is awarded. The remaining amount of the grant will be disbursed after the entity has
submitted information including invoices and receipts documenting how the initial disbursement was spent. Within a year
of initial notification of the grant funding award (May 2023), or within one month of project completion, whichever
comes sooner, the entity will be required to submit information including invoices and receipts documenting how the
second disbursement was spent, and provide a final project report documenting the results of the project.
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*Exception For Small Projects Under $1,000: Grant funding may be disbursed to private, non-profit entities prior to
the beginning of the project if the award is under $1,000 and the entity has provided documentation that the project
could only be initiated with advance funding. Within a year of grant funding, or within one month of project completion,
whichever comes sooner, recipients must submit a final project report which includes invoices and receipts documenting
how funds were spent and the results of the project.
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Sincerely,

R

The Committee appreciates your interest in this opportunity to improve the fish and wildlife resources in Contra Costa
County. Should you have any questions about the Fish and Wildlife Committee or this funding program, please contact
me at 925-655-2909 or maureen.parkes@dcd.cccounty.us.

Maureen Parkes
Fish and Wildlife Committee Staff
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INSTRUCTIONS
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What Must Be Included in Your Proposal (not to exceed 4 pages):
1) Signed Application Cover Page – See attached.
(PDFs and e-signatures are acceptable)
2) Description of the project for which funding is requested. Please include an explanation of:
• how this project will benefit the fish and wildlife of Contra Costa County
• how this project meets the requirements of Section 13103 of the Fish & Game Code (attached) which
defines the eligibility requirements for projects requesting funding from the Fish and Wildlife Propagation
Fund. Indicate which letter(s) of the Section 13103 is/are satisfied.
NEW REQUIREMENT: If your proposal is eligible under Section 13103 (d), (h), (i)*, or (m), a copy of
your draft proposal must be sent to the attention of Maureen Parkes at maureen.parkes@dcd.cccounty.us
or at the address listed on Page 2 and received by November 2, 2021. Staff will coordinate with the
California Department of Fish and Wildlife to confirm the project’s eligibility to receive funds.
*If your project is eligible under Section 13103 (i), and a scientific collection permit is required and
issued by the California Department of Fish and Wildlife, this will indicate that the project is eligible
to receive Fish and Wildlife Propagation funds. Please send the scientific collection permit along
with your grant application by the January 5, 2022 - 5:00 P.M. grant submission deadline. Scientific
collection permits are not included in the grant application page limit.
The Fish and Wildlife Committee wishes to be acknowledged for its financial support of the project. FWC
or staff review may be required prior to printing any written materials that receive funding. Please refer to
the guidelines listed below:
• Grant recipients agree to obtain advance written approval from the FWC of any communication/written
material that may reasonably be understood to represent the views of the FWC and to provide the FWC with
reasonable opportunity to review, comment and approve the communication/written material.
Grant recipients may use the following standard language in making attributions for funding by the FWC:
• Attribution for full Grant funding: “This (research, publication, project, web site, report, etc.) was funded by
the Contra Costa County Fish and Wildlife Committee.”
• Attribution for partial Grant funding: “This (research, publication, project, web site, report, etc.) is funded in
part by the Contra Costa County Fish and Wildlife Committee.”
3) Project schedule - The project must be completed within a year from the date you receive notification of funding
(by May 2023).
4) Project budget (itemized). The Fish and Wildlife Committee generally does not recommend funding for
operating costs and overhead. Examples for these include staff salaries, health insurance, and operation costs
such as electricity to run an office. If an hourly rate is listed, overhead costs need to be itemized separately. The
Committee generally gives preferences to funding material expenses (e.g. purchase of equipment and materials).
5) Annual budget for the applying organization (not itemized).
6) Statement describing the applying organization, listing the Board of Directors and officers of the organization,
and listing all affiliated organizations.
7) Statement describing the qualifications of the sponsoring organization and participating individuals for
completing the project.
8) List of individuals responsible for performing project and of individuals responsible for overseeing project.
9) Statement describing the status of permit approvals necessary to perform project (if applicable).
10) Request for an exception to the grant funding cost reimbursement requirement due to financial hardship or an
exception for a small project under $1,000. (This request does not count toward your page limit and is only
required if requesting an exception.)
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Format:
• Your proposal packet, including cover sheet and any attachments must not exceed four single-sided pages
or two double-sided pages, 8.5 by 11 inches in size. Electronic submittals are preferred. Please use 11
point font or larger and ½ inch margins or larger on your pages. If you submit more than 3 pages plus
required cover sheet, your proposal may be disqualified without review.
• NEW REQUIREMENT: If your project is eligible under Section 13103 (d), (h), (i), or (m) a copy of your
draft proposal must be sent to the attention of Maureen Parkes at maureen.parkes@dcd.cccounty.us and
received by November 2, 2021. (See exception for Section 13103 (i) above.) Do not attach an additional
cover letter, brochures, posters, publications, CDs, DVDs, large maps or yellow-sticky paper (e.g. PostItTM).
• Your complete application packet including signature must arrive by 5:00 p.m. on Wednesday, January
5, 2022 (Pacific Standard Time) to be considered for funding. (Please note: A postmark of January 5,
2022 does not satisfy the submission deadline. If submitted after the deadline, your proposal will be
disqualified).*

Your complete application should be:
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Emailed:
maureen.parkes@dcd.cccounty.us
or
Mailed or Hand Delivered**: Contra County Fish & Wildlife Committee
c/o Contra Costa County Dept. of Conservation and Development
30 Muir Road
Martinez, CA 94553-4601
Attn: Maureen Parkes

R

*Staff will acknowledge receipt of each grant application. If you do not receive an email confirmation of
receipt, contact Maureen Parkes prior to the deadline by calling 925-655-2909.
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**Due to new (and changing) operating procedures related to COVID-19 safety measures, you need to
contact Maureen by email or telephone at 925-655-2909 to coordinate hand delivery of your application
to ensure your application is received by the submission deadline.

Final Checklist Before You Submit Your Proposal:
Please note that your proposal will not be considered if you provide more materials than required below:
• Signed Cover page (your proposal will be disqualified if it does not have your original signature on the
cover page).
• 3 pages or less on your project description (any extra attachments such as a map and an organization
budget will be counted as one of the three page limit.)
• If your project qualifies under Section 13013 (i) and you have been issued a scientific collection permit
from the California Department of Fish and Wildlife please include it. (This is not a part of the page
limit listed above.)
• Request for an exception to the grant funding cost reimbursement requirement due to financial hardship
or an exception for a small project under $1,000. (This is not a part of the page limit listed above and is
only required if requesting an exception).
If you have questions regarding the Contra Costa County Fish and Wildlife Propagation Fund grant process,
please contact Maureen Parkes: maureen.parkes@dcd.cccounty.us / (925) 655-2909.
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California Fish and Game Code Section 13103.
Expenditures from the fish and wildlife propagation fund of any county may be
made only for the following purposes:

*
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(a) Public education relating to the scientific principles of fish and wildlife
conservation, consisting of supervised formal instruction carried out pursuant to a
planned curriculum and aids to education such as literature, audio and video
recordings, training models, and nature study facilities.
(b) Temporary emergency treatment and care of injured or orphaned wildlife.
(c) Temporary treatment and care of wildlife confiscated by the department as evidence.
(d) Breeding, raising, purchasing, or releasing fish or wildlife which are to be released
upon approval of the department pursuant to Sections 6400 and 6401 onto land or
into waters of local, state, or federal agencies or onto land or into waters open to the
public.
(e) Improvement of fish and wildlife habitat, including, but not limited to, construction
of fish screens, weirs, and ladders; drainage or other watershed improvements;
gravel and rock removal or placement; construction of irrigation and water
distribution systems; earthwork and grading; fencing; planting trees and other
vegetation management; and removal of barriers to the migration of fish and
wildlife.
(f) Construction, maintenance, and operation of public hatchery facilities.
(g) Purchase and maintain materials, supplies, or equipment for either the department's
ownership and use or the department's use in the normal performance of the
department's responsibilities.
(h) Predator control actions for the benefit of fish or wildlife following certification in
writing by the department that the proposed actions will significantly benefit a
particular wildlife species.
(i) Scientific fish and wildlife research conducted by institutions of higher learning,
qualified researchers, or governmental agencies, if approved by the department.
(j) Reasonable administrative costs, excluding the costs of audits required by Section
13104, for secretarial service, travel, and postage by the county fish and wildlife
commission when authorized by the county board of supervisors. For purposes of
this subdivision, "reasonable cost" means an amount which does not exceed 3
percent of the average amount received by the fund during the previous three-year
period, or three thousand dollars ($3,000) annually, whichever is greater, excluding
any funds carried over from a previous fiscal year.
(k) Contributions to a secret witness program for the purpose of facilitating enforcement
of this code and regulations adopted pursuant to this code.
(l) Costs incurred by the district attorney or city attorney in investigating and
prosecuting civil and criminal actions for violations of this code, as approved by the
department.
(m) Other expenditures, approved by the department, for the purpose of protecting,
conserving, propagating, and preserving fish and wildlife.
scientific collection permit, if required and issued by the California Department of Fish and
* AWildlife,
indicates that the project is eligible to receive Fish and Wildlife Propagation funds.
California Fish and Game Code Section 711.2. (a)
"For purposes of this code, unless the context otherwise requires, "wildlife" means and
includes all wild animals, birds, plants, fish, amphibians, reptiles, and related ecological
communities, including the habitat upon which the wildlife depends for its continued
viability ..."

*
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Contra Costa County
2022 Fish and Wildlife Propagation Fund
Application Cover Page

Office Use Only:

Project title:

Organization/Individual applying:

(Organization type: please check one –

government,

non-profit,

school,

other (explain)

Address:

Fax:

E-mail:

Name and title of contact person:
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Requested grant:
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One sentence summary of proposal:
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Telephone:

Proposal prepared by (name & title):

Signature (Typing your name does not count as a signature.

If this section is empty, your proposal will not be considered):

________________________________________________

Signed on _______________

Clear Form
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Advisory Body Name: Contra Costa County Fish and Wildlife Committee
Advisory Body Meeting Time/Location: 3rd Wednesday of the month, 6 meetings per year, 3 – 5 pm
2475 Waterbird Way, County Public Works Department Road Maintenance Division lunchroom
Chair: Daniel Pellegrini
Staff: Maureen Parkes
Reporting Period: January 2021 – December 2021
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1. Activities and Accomplishments The Fish and Wildlife Committee met five times to discuss matters related to fish
and wildlife issues in Contra Costa County (CCC). The Committee administered a grant program that expends the Fish
and Wildlife Propagation Funds (funds that are collected by the CA Department of Fish and Wildlife for code violations). Additional details on these activities are provided below.
Grant Program: The Committee reviewed seven proposals Fish and Wildlife Propagation Fund grant funds. The Committee reviewed the proposals, interviewed applicants and selected all seven proposals for full or partial funding totaling
$60,830.71 to recommend to the Board of Supervisors. Grant awards ranged from $4,973.00 – $16,000.00. The Committee reviewed progress and final reports from previous grant cycles and extended invitations to grantees to give
presentations.
Outreach:
Volunteer Activities: Several members volunteered in the community with other organizations that are interested in fish
and wildlife issues. Rhonda Gehlke – California Water Environment Association (CWEA) - State Division Chair of the
Community Engagement and Outreach Committee, CWEA - San Francisco Bay Section Communications Committee;
Susan Heckly - Lindsay Wildlife Experience, CCC Master Gardener, International Wildlife Rehabilitation Council and
the FWC representative on the CCC Integrated Pest Management Advisory Committee; Kathleen Jennings - Co-chair of
the Peyton Slough Wetlands Advisory Committee; Danny Pellegrini - Contra Costa Mosquito and Vector Control District Board of Trustees - Secretary, Sheriff’s Posse of CCC (Barbeque Captain) and the Martinez Sportsmen’s Club.
Committee members were regularly updated on activities related to fish and wildlife in CCC. which included
updates by guest speakers and a presentation by a grant recipient. The updates and presentation are listed below:
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 Overview of Mammalian Carnivore Activity on Protected East Bay Regional Park District Lands in California’s
Diablo Range. (Steven Bobzien, East Bay Regional Park District)
 Update on the activities of the Contra Costa County Integrated Pest Management Advisory Committee (IPM)
(Wade Finlinson, Contra Costa Health Services Department)
Potential topics and speakers at November meeting:
 Contra Costa Watershed Forum Overview (Elissa Robinson, Contra Costa Resource Conservation District)
 Update on the Delta Conveyance Project (Ryan Hernandez, CCC Department of Conservation and Development)
2. Attendance/Representation The FWC is composed of ten members. Each County Supervisor appoints a
member and the Internal Operations Committee appoints four At-large members and one At-large Alternate. The FWC
met five times at which a quorum was always present. The members were: Susan Heckly (D-II), Clark Dawson (DIII), Brett Morris (D-IV), Daniel Pellegrini (D-V), Rhonda Gehlke (At-large), Kathleen Jennings (At-large), Nicole
Balbas (At-large), Cass Rogers (At-large), and Felipe Solis (At-large Alternate).
3. Training/Certification All members have viewed the required Brown Act & Better Government Ordinance and
Ethics Training videos. Certifications are on file for all of the members.
4. Proposed Work Plan/Objectives for Next Year
(a) FWC Operations:
 Develop and refine Work Plan (working document).
 Maintain FWC membership by advertising vacancies and forwarding applications to the Internal Operations
Committee.
 Seek to coordinate with other Fish and Wildlife Committees on regional matters.
 Coordinate with the Contra Costa Watershed Forum.
(b) Make recommendations to the Board of Supervisors via the Internal Operations Committee for the
appropriation of funds from the Fish and Wildlife Propagation Fund to support fish and wildlife projects
in the community:
 Conduct grant program to solicit proposals, evaluate their relative merits, and recommend funding for
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projects which will contribute most to the fish and wildlife resources of the County.
 Develop and advertise FWC grant program by: 1) Reviewing past Request for Proposals (RFP), funding
applications; and 2) Developing new RFP, funding application deadline, and funding priorities; and 3) posting
to the County website, distributing these materials to the media, the FWC mailing list and RFP mailing list,
and to anyone who requests them.
 Work with agencies, organizations, and individuals to help them plan and develop projects suitable for support
from the Fish and Wildlife Propagation Fund.
 Monitor the efficiency and effectiveness of the grant disbursement process.
 Review funding applications received. Make recommendations to the Board of Supervisors via the Internal
Operations Committee for the awarding of grants.
 Follow-up on projects that receive funding to assure that projects proceed as proposed. One way the FWC
will do this is to extend invitations to prior Fish and Wildlife Propagation Fund Grant recipients to future
meetings to give status reports, outcomes and presentations regarding their projects.
 Send out a letter to grant recipients requesting project status reports.
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(c) FWC priorities for 2021/2022:
 Make recommendations to the Board to approve Fish and Wildlife Propagation Fund grant applications for
projects that increase collaboration with law enforcement agencies, the court, and community cultural
organizations on enforcement issues and increase education focusing on communities that may be unaware of
local fish and game laws.
 Provide public forum opportunities for open discussion on wildlife issues that affect CCC residents and impact natural resources in our County, increase outreach efforts and provide advisory updates to Board of Supervisors as needed.
 Disseminate “Wildlife in Your Backyard” booklet and develop other projects for involvement of the FWC and
the community in CCC.
 Develop a resource document regarding invasive species.
 Update website with information on invasive species and a list of awarded Fish and Wildlife Propagation
Fund grants.

R

(d) FWC projects (develop and prioritize a list of projects for potential FWC involvement; select projects for
FWC involvement and provide appropriate support, including: initiation, planning, consultation, and/or
funding):
 Make recommendations to the Board on awarding Certificates of Appreciation for significant contributions to
the fish and wildlife resources of the County.
 Consider hosting a forum about wildlife.

D

(e) Improve enforcement of fish and game laws and regulations; increase flow of money into the Fish and
Wildlife Propagation Fund:
 Help assure that, when appropriate, a portion of fines from violations of laws designed to protect fish and
wildlife resources is deposited in the Fish and Wildlife Propagation Fund. Promote awareness of the harm
caused by violation of fish and wildlife regulations and the value of enforcement.
 Host a Fall Forum with law enforcement officials (CA Dept. of Fish and Wildlife, Sheriff’s Dept., District
Attorney’s Office, Superior Court, Public Defender’s Office, the East Bay Regional Park District Police) to
discuss fish and wildlife issues and enforcement (subject to County Health Officer’s Shelter Order to slow
the spread of Covid-19).
(f) Monitor and advise the Board on projects that may affect fish and wildlife resources in the County:
 Attend field trips to see major restoration projects and prior Fish and Wildlife Propagation Fund Grant
recipients’ projects in the County.
 Consider tours of East CCC Habitat Conservancy properties, Marsh Creek Fish Ladder, Walnut Creek Drop
Structure, Dow Wetlands and Chelsea Wetlands at Pinole.
(g) Develop policy recommendations (“white papers”) on fish and wildlife issues:
 Discuss impacts of invasive species.
 Discuss wildlife and human interaction / interface.
 Discuss public education on reducing the impact of free-roaming cats on wildlife.
 Discuss the Delta Conveyance Project.

Draft Working Spreadsheet for Discussion
Organism Type
algae

amphibian
aquatic plant
aquatic plant
aquatic plant
aquatic plant
aquatic plant
aquatic plant
aquatic plant, seaweed
bird
bird
bird
bird
crab
crab, burrowing
insect
insect
mammal, fox
mammal, suid
mussel, freshwater
mussel, freshwater, an aquatic bivalve
mollusk
plant
plant, perriennial cane
rodent
rodent
rodent, herbivorous, semiaquatic
snail, freshwater

Simple Name
blue-green algae blooms

bullfrogs
coontail, coon's tail, hornwort, rigid hornwort
large-flowered waterweed or Brazilian waterweed
Eurasian watermilfoil
Carolina fanwort, Carolina water shield,green cabomba, fanwort, fish grass, and
Washington grass
common water hyacinth
curly-leaf pondweed, curled pondweed
seaweed
European starling, common starling, starling
wild turkeys
English house sparrow, house sparrow
eurasian collared dove
green crab, European green crab
Chinese mitten crab, Shanghai hairy crab
argentine ant
Asian citrus psyllid
red fox
wild boar, wild swine, common wild pig, wild pig
zebra mussels
quagga mussels
Himalayan blackberry, Armenian blackberry
giant cane, elephant grass, carrizo, arundo Spanish cane, Colorado River reed,wild
can and giant reed.
brown rat, common rat, street rat, sewer rat, wharf rat, Hanover rat, Norway rat,
Norwegian rat, Parisian rat
black rat, roof rat, ship rat, house rat
nutria, coypu
New Zealand mudsnail
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Latin Name
cyanobacteria, dinoflagellates and diatoms
Helmeted water toad (Calyptocephalella gayi), endemic to Chile
American bullfrog (Lithobates catesbeianus), indigenous to North America
Cane toad (Rhinella marina), a toad indigenous to Central and South America,
called 'bullfrog' in the Philippines
Ceratophyllum demersum
Egeria Densa
Myriophyllum spicatum
Cabomba caroliniana
Pontederia crassipes
Potamogeton crispus
caulerpa taxifolia
Sturnus vulgaris
Meleagris gallopavo
Passer domesticus
Streptopelia decaocto
Carcinus maenas
Eriocheir sinensis
Linepithema humile, formerly Iridomyrmex humilis
Diaphorina citri
Vulpes vulpes
Sus scrofa
Dreissena polymorpha
Dreissena rostriformis, also known as Dreissena bugensis or Dreissena
rostriformis bugensis
Rubus armeniacus
Arundo donax
Rattus norvegicus
Rattus rattus
Myocastor coypus
Potamopyrgus antipodarum
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tree, deciduous
turtle, semiaquatic
weevil
Resources:
California Department of Fish and
Wildlife
East Bay Regional Park District
California Invasive Plant Council
CCC Flood Control District
Land Conservation Assistance Network

tree of heaven, ailanthus, varnish tree, chouchun (Chinese)
red-eared slider, red-eared terrapin, red-eared slider turtle, red-eared turtle,
slider turtle, and water slider turtle
shothole borers, fruit tree bark beetle, apple tree beetle
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Ailanthus altissima
Trachemys scripta elegans
Scolytus rugulosus

